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L  I  li  C  0  L  H 
of       0  0  0.«..« 

By  tJllf  toB  8,  lupjwr. 

''Let  us  haTo  faitj^  that  aakrs  Might,  find  la  that  faith*  l«t  us  dara 
to  de  our  duty  a»  wa  understand  it,"*"*"  Abraham  Lisoola* 

"All  that  I  am,  or  orer  hope  to  be,   I  owe  to  ay  angel  Mother.^ 

Abraham  Liaeoln. 

With  deep  deTotlon  the  Soutj^  and  the  Eorth  will  oomaoaorftto  February 
12th  as  the  127th  anniTertary  of  the  birth  of  the  iaaortal  Abrabaa  tlaooln 
for  there   is  BO  longer  a  Iforth  and  a  South. 

Amerioans  uBderstftnd  their  profound  dobt  of  gratitude  to  the  groat 
emano ipator • 

In  the  pathos  of  refleotion  And  the  windinf^  sheet  of  retrospeotion 
of  what  «e  eall  the  Lost  Cause  of  the  South*  Tiao  has  reroalod  the  great 
eharaoter  and  the  magnitude  of  the  soul  of  Abrahsa  Lincoln^  whose  life* 
work  is  as  enduring  lesson  t«  youth  and  a  good  sorsivB  for  all  of  us* 

As  we  study  the  grandeur  of  the  life  of  this  gigsntio  personality, 
the  bright  Apooalypse  of  Tislon  follows  the  oolipse  of  the  dark  Apoerypha 
of  AotlTes  aisunderstoftd*      The  ^tmmlmA  tikg^T^f  trutk    part  the  our  tains 
of  4oubt.».and  we  behold  the  kindness  and  the  great^*ess  of  Abrahaa  , 
Lincoln. 

Greater  yet  than  Lineoln*s  aagnifioeat  goaiut*  whieh  has  birightoned 
the  psges  of  Aoiorloan  history,  is  the  soul  of  this  iatrospeetire  thinker, 
whose  thoughts  oertainly  wero  direoted  by  a  perfeot  will,  in  deop  and 
serious  sympathy*  fashioned  with  unswerring  self  oontrol* 

A  gentle  English  soholar,  while  he  rested  upon  a  orag  in  the  Alps, 
where  three  great  countries  aeot,  observed  as  he  looked  down  upon  en 
awe-inspiring  Tiew,  that   comfort  depends  largely  upon  the  temper  and  the 


(1) 


ABRAHAM 
A  M  'A  S 


(2) 

regulatipia  of  the  nind  •        OllTsr  SeXdstaltli  so  philGSophlsed  long  befor* 
Lincoln**  time,     Liaoo  la  liT«d  that  philosophy  audi  truth.  Hot?Tithsi*nding 
hi*  enormou*  burd«ai«  LiMolii  «»o;}oy<id  a  g^roat  deal  mors  hap pia««8  th%n  is 
of%«iitimo0  dopietad  in  biographies  of  aadaata*      It  was  b«o&us«  h«  was  atriTiag, 
laboriag  always  for  othora*      Abraham  Liaooln  waa  hare  for  a  purpose*     Ha  had 
a  graat  work  to  do.     While  an  intr e« pa ot ivo  thiaker*  he  was  the  posaessor  of 
great  hunor*     That  saved  him  naay  atraias* 

Abraham  I'inoola  was  bora  February  12«  1809^  «iad  aeoomplished  work  of 
aoble  proportioaa  all  withia  the  short  «pi^a  4»f  $@  years.    He  wmt  shot  the 
aight  of  April  14,  I609f  ana  -Sied  at  7  o*olook  the  followiag  noraiag.  ThiH 
strong,  tall»  nasoular  aaa  of  six  foot,  four  iaohes,  •  this  oourageous 
baelEwoodfaaa  was  boirn  in  porarty,  ia  a  log  oabia  ia  Keatuoky.  Liaoola 
struggled  through  adversity  and  uneadittg  hardships  throughout  life,  and 
died  la  agoay  from)  ae  assassin's  bullet  ia  the  baok  of  his  head. 

Our  Savior  likewise  died  in  agony  upon  0«lTary*s  Cross •  Our  Lord»s 
last  words  be seeohed  for giveaess  for  those  who  had  perseeuted  hi»« 

Suffering  intonaely  all  through  the  loag  aight,   Llnoola*s  solean  prayers 
beseeohed  forgiTeaess  for  the  aisafiiA^  who  had    e«o  a  pod  for  the  time  beiag« 
and  was  not  shot  until  IS  days  later,  ia  a  bara«  where  he  had  ooaoealed  hiaself. 
Linoola  bore  his  suffering  yrithout  oritioi«m«  and  in  silenoe  ia  so  far  at  he 
oould  be  sileat.      The  soul  and  the  oharftoter  greatness  aaaifestod  ia  these 
Iftst  oirouastanoeoa  glerifiod         kiadsoso  aai!  the  teaderaeos  of  a  groat  aad 
stroag  maa,  while  suffering.     Crreataesi  is  oftoa  the  produot  of  suffering  aad 
sorrow  aad  strife. 

So  was  the  teaehiag  of  the  Sea  of  God.      Our  Savior  stood  ia  the  oourt  of 
Pllato,  but  He  aaswered  net  a  word.      Abrahtat  Linoola*  traveling  under  haedohip 
and  ofteatlmes  perseoutedv  alaost  beyond  human  onduraaoe,  never  paused  to  aaswer 
those  who  aisuadorotood  his  motives. 

*^5ome  one  told  Christ  that  His  father  and  His  mother  stood  outsid«'\  Turned 
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tl<^  td  than  and  replied:  "Say  to  them.  l?ho  ie  My  Kother?     Aad  upoa  Hi*  way  He 
trod.       lot  of  l^lood   or  bone  begottea»  I  was  bora  the  ohild  of  Ood." 

Froa  iafaaof  Liae«la  oairled  hia  bttrdeae  la  ■lleaoe.  uaiag  thes«  as  a 
pillow^  while  his  spleadld^  ooasiderate«  lartospeotlTo  iatelleet  selTod 
perpXexlag  pro^Xeat  throughotit  the  teapestuous  jouraey  of  life* 

Abraham  LlBoela*a  |^yeat<-g«^dfat)^ir  His  father  aad 

mother  aad  grandfather  were  aat  ire  Vlrgialaas.    His  salated  mother  died  whea 
Abraham  was  ^at  aiae  years  eld*       This  aoble  mother  was  a  woman  of  great 
physieaX  orgaalsa'^ioa*  deeply  reXigious.  pr a^tletX*  g«atX«<*matiaered«  unselfish 
aad  ever  oosslderate*      To  this  woaderfal  mother,  who  left  her  impress  deep 
upon  the  boy»  who  was  to  beoeae  t^  the  United  States^ 

Amerlea  is  forWor  also  deeply  ladebted.      She  taiight  Abraham  Llaoola  that 
the  ya  lue  of  oharaoter  is  above  all  thiags  la  this  world, 

Linoola  nerer  failed  his  preeious  mother,  and  asoeaded«  beoause  of  his 
mother*s  teaohiag  and   his  memory  odT  h^r^^  to  heights  of  ^^ry  reaehed  by 
few  ia  all  the  If ag  aaaals  of  Time. 

The  Muse  of  the  Past  eaa  eall  ao  groatei*  name  than  Abraham  Lin0ola*s«  • 
named  after  his  VirgialA  griiiulfAthfr,  Who  wa^  killed  by  a  a  Indian^  while 
workiag  ia  a  oora  field*  whea  Abrahaa*s  father  wa«  bat  a  lad*  Tragedy 
pariued  the  Liaoolaa,  but  the«9  pleaeert  'braredi  1%  all  with  a  eourago  aad 
fortitude  and  faith  ia  tht  ttitl^fg  'pfy.^it  futaro  that  made  ,Al?rahikm  Liao^la 
what  he  was,  •  the  product  of  pioaeer  hitrd ships   nad  prlTatloas  aad  the  ear  ly 
eaTironment  of  extraord iaary  tests  of  skill  aad  eharaoter.       But  in  it  all» 
the  young  Abraham  found  the  sualigkt  of  hope  amoag  the  growing  trees  and  the 
amsie  of  the  songsters  of  the  prlmeral  forests. 

While  ef  an  iat res  peetlTO  nature,  aad  iaoliaed  oftentimes  to  seek  solitade 
ever  it  all*  Liaoola  aot  only  kept  friends  with  himself,  which  Robert  Louis 
Stereasoa  so  aptly  reminds  us  is  the  proof  of  fairaess,  -  but  was  always 
seoiable  aad  lored  te  talk  to  the  humble  aad  the  meek  as  well  as  thos4  ia 
high  plaees.  Linoolndf;^    was  ereryoae's  friead  ,  who  deserved  and  permitted 

his   fiae  friendship. 


Asad,   »a  in  56  y«ars,  s?ithout  ©pportuHit  1««  of  aohoollag  for  more  than 
a  12«moAisli    at  th«  moett  •  with  oaly  a  few  booka,   -  th«  Bibla,  Bunyaa'a 
Pilgrlffi*s  Pro^««i,  ti»  hit^  of  Kn^ahln^t^mg  A#80|»*8  Fables*  tk«  po«tt«  0f  Burat, 
and  a  few  others,  froxn  which  to  glean  kaotrlQ^ige  fey  th©  erude  log  aabla»«  41» 
light  froa  the  fire  of  woed-kaote  aad  thaTlsge,  •  in  fererty  through  the 
leng  y»ar»«  he  atsoompli^hed  so  lauoh  that  his  llfewerlc  to  us  new  is  like 
Ausio  freift  a  long«f orgetten  harp«  wevea  la  a  gergeetii  f ash  ioa*  The  picture 
i«  imperishable* 

Linoola  wa«  twio©  el«ot«<l  Presifieat  of  the  TTnited  St»te«.     Be  was  first 
inaugurated  at  ITashingtoa,  Maroh  4,   1861.  H©  left  for  Waahlngtoa  froa  Spriag* 
field,   Iliiaoie.     At  that  time  his  bank  balanoe  aggregated  oaly|60X«00.  Hia 
popular  Tete  wae  1,866^000«     la  the  nerct  presldeatlal  eleotion  h^ld  SoreiBber 
8,   1884,   Lincoln's  popialar  vota  was  2,216,000, 

In  an  unfortunate  partnership,  fermed  when  Linooln  was  but  24  years 
old*  he  beoaae  liable  for  some  debts,  whieh  he^  in  h.eaer^  a  as  united*     Xt  re*"^ 
quired  15  years  for  him  to  P*  7  these  partnership  debts.       All  the  while 

he  wasjstr uggliag  to  k«ep  bqdy  ^;  ad   soul  together.     He         then  39  years  old,  whea 
finally  freed  fro»  these  debts,  which  he  finally  a^snaged  te  discharge  by 
fees  for  legal  work.     Bis  (Shargea  to  his  elient-s  were  alwaya  laall,  and 
Liaoola  was  considered  oae  of  the  best    lawyert  ef  his  day« 

His  patieaoe  and  the  struggle  and  saorlfioes  Aade  neeesffary  te  pay  these 
partnership  obligations  beoone  beaooas  of  hope  and  determiaatioa  to  those^  who 
by  aisfertuae,  haire  beoeme  weary  and  heafy-ladea  with  debts* 

Likewise  Llaoelm*8  ae oeaplishasats  as  a  » oholar,  •  and  a  seholar  he 
aertaialy  was*  •  are  guiding  stars  to  thoee^who  hare  had  no  4>pportunit ies 
for  sehoeliag* 

Without  aaausoript*  •  aad  there  were  ll^triag  witness  te  this  feels  a  few 
years  age,  -  *=ind  probably  one  lining  now,  »  Abraham  Liaeoln  sp«ke  at  Gettysburg 
eateaporaneeusly,  and  spoke  the  soholarship  of  the  ages* 
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OftentijDiet  I  h&ve  reflvotvd  bow  it  wotild  be  to  and  h«ar  Prosldvat 

LincolB  d«liT«r  that  epio  is  An«rio4a  littratur*  of  271  worda.   In  our  own 
San  Antonio  (I^QBiolpal  kufiltorixua.        Coleaal  Robart  B.   Lea  trod  upon  thia 
same  spot.       8aa«raILaa  thought  aa  Fraaident  Linooln  thought.       It  la  ona 
•4^  tha  aaddaat  pioturaa  upon  the  pagea  of  history^  •  that  thaaa  great  men 
had  to  be  on  different  aidea  during  the  long,   hard  yeara  of  tlio  QItII  Var. 

Certain  it  la  Preaident  llnoola  waa  loat  la  admiration  for  Lee,  and 
with  that  feeling  in  hia  heart,  the  •ttrreM*?  Of  the  great  Southern  ohieftala 
brought  grie^  to  the  ^oart  of  Linooln. 

In  Linooln*)  floe,  deep  set,  gray  eyoi  wore  blinding  toart  when  he 
looked  to  God  Alaighty,  aa  he  apoke  at  Gettysburg*     Tears  blinded  him  when  he 
reviewed  the  Federal  troops  going  from  Annapolis  dowa  tl^o  Jtappahannoek. 

President  Abrahasi  Lineola  offered  General  Robert        Lee  the  ooamaad  of 
the  field  army  of  the  Federals  when  they  were  about  to  iarads  Lee*s  belored 
Virginia.        Linooln  recognised  and  appreoiated  in  full  measure,   Lee*s  great 
military  genius,   just  as  he  reoognised  the  OTor  sustaiaiag  foroo  of  right. 
Linooln  iiorer  failed  to  praotioe  what  hf  ppoko  in  the  riaifi«g  v«M#t^iot  us 
hare  faltk  that  makes  right,  and  in  that  faith,   let  us   daro  to  do  our  duty 
as  we  understand  it«" 

President  Linooln  was  neTor  without  eons Idfra^^jLon  for  both  slares  and 
slare  owners.       After  the  presidential  proolamatioa  of  emaaoipat ion,  he  oould 
not,   of  oourse,  modify  any  part  of  it,  under  the  oonditlons  that  brought  it 
about,  •  but  throughout  the  years  of  the  war  among  the  Statof,  ooaatamtly 
he  proffered  erery  peat iblo  plan  to  lift  the  bondaago  of  the  moa  and  women  and 
little  ohildroa,  by  a  aystomatio  oompenaatioa  to  those  owning  the  slareSf  this 
- eompe nsat ion  to  extend  as  far  in  the  future  as  1900« 

Linoola  was  always  for  the  GoBStltut Ion,  and  when  that  was  la  oonfliet 
with  freedom  for  slaTos*  the  ooast Itutioaal  rights  of  those  owning  the  slares 


WAS  paraaount.  His  ideals  war«  praotioa!  ly  those  of  President  Go  or  ge  t¥aahington« 
who  upon  his  cleat hbod,  requeited  that  hi  9  ealres  bo  gireu  freedom.  That  implora 
tioa  was  mado  a0]ra  than  aise  years  before  Llnooln  was  bora* 

So  let  uf  draw  baek  the  eurtains  of  Tiao  and  behold  Abraham  Lineola*  <»  the 
uaderpriTileged  baokwvodittan^  the  rail  apllttor#  log  cabin  builder^  tiller  of 
fields*  boat-builder,  Mississippi  River  pilot,  olerk,  T^lttatoor  eaptala  aad 
later  ealisted  priTate,  •  legislator,  Coagressiaaa,  orator,  statesmaa,  seholar, 
president,  •  always  aad  erer  the  samo  haablo  Liaoola,  the  uaselfish,  thiakiag 
iat rospeotire  Liaoola,  doeply  religious,  ••with  aever  aa  uakiad  feellag 
toward  aay  maa,  •  always   geaereas,  sympathet io,.  to  all  ia  erery  walk  of  Iifo«  • 
fasoiaated  with  the  precious  aad  prioeless  priTilege  of  serrlag,   •  ia  Ioto  with 

^  the  troos  aad  the  flowers*  true  to  the  tsaohiag  of  his  belowsd  mother  aad 

holpfttl  stopaother,  «-  ia  all  things  toleraat,  with  courage  unsworyiag,  patieat^ 
liberal*aiadod,  oa  every  topio,  oultured  aad  klad  to  little  ohildrea^  oarryiag 
his  eaormous  oross  as  Christ  oarried  0    CalTary^s  Cross,  •  this  is  the  Abrahaa 
Liaoola  we  behold  ia  the  ehaialess  freedom  of  fair  thought. 

Certaialy  we  fiad  that  Liaoola  tampered  aot  with  aoousatioaii  but  oarved 

:   his  woadorful  lifo  so  that  ao  wroag  oould  fall  upoa  it  aad  stay*     His  maahood 
wa,        fortified  with  th.  .rg™.»t  of  Uf.         hi.  no^^.*0,  .otK.r.. 
ideala  so  impressed  upoa  him  ia  youth  that  ho  ka«w  duty*s  to  the 

olarioa  oall  of  ooasoioaoo  oould  oToreomo  aay  aTalaaohe  of  sorrow* 

Aad  I  am  sure  that  ia  the  stillaess  of  the  years  that  have  passed  siaoo 
April  1&,   1865,   immortal  Abraham  Liaoola  is  hoariag  the  full^orbed  whispor 
of  OODst  Well  Doaol  Good  aad  faithful  Emaaoipatorf  Al 1  is  well  I 
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